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SUBJECT: THE NEW AFGHAN CABINET: MINISTER OF MINES AND INDUSTRIES, 
ENGINEER MOHAMMAD ISMA'IL DANESH 

1 . AT 38, THE NEW MINISTER OF MINES AND INDUSTRIES IS A SHORT, 

BALD MAN, SLIGHTLY PUDGY, WHO PEERS OWLISHLY AT HIS VISITORS 
THROUGHHORN RIM GLASSES. I MET HIM IN HIS OFFICE WITH THE 

E/C COUNSELOR FOR A PLEASANT HALF-HOUR SESSION ON MAY 13. DANESH 
SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND NO AFGHAN INTERPRETER OR NOTE TAKER WAS 
PRESENT. HE HAS A SOLID TECHNICAL BACKGROUND. HAVING TAKEN A BS IN 
COAL MINING ENGINEERING FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF WEST 
VIRGINIA AND AN MS IN PHYSICS IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

2. DANESH WAS NOT PREPARED TO GET INTO SPECIFIC BUSINESS 
DETAILS. THE MINISTRY. HE SAID, IS PUTTING TOGETHER PLANS FOR 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND MINERALS EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION 
-AND IS ALSO LOOKING AT THE MOST EFFICIENT WAY TO ORGANIZE 

ITS OPERATIONS - BUT THESE EFFORTS ARE STILL IN THE INTIAL 
STAGE. I EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF THE SITUATION BUT NOTED 
THAT I HAD TWO ITEMS WHICH I WANTED TO BRING TO HIS EARLY 
ATTENTION, THE KANDAHAR CEMENT PLANT AND THE PENDING 
CONTRACT WITH CITIES SERVICE FOR OIL EXPLORATION. DANESH 
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WAS ALREADY AWARE OF THE CEMENT PLANT PROJECT. HE SAID 
IT WAS UNDER ACTIVE REVIEW, BUT THAT IT WOULD PROBABLY 
BE SOME TIME BEFORE ANY DECISION WAS MADE. HE WOULD BE IN 
TOUCH WITH US WHEN PLANS FOR THIS PROJECT HAD BEEN 
STUDIED AND SORTED OUT. (REMARKS ON CITIES SERVICE HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED SEPTEL.) 
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3. DANESH INDICATED THAT THE TWO NEW DEPUTY MINISTERS HAD 
BEEN APPOINTED: GHULAM MOHAMAD RAHIMI FOR INDUSTRIES AND 
ENG. ABDUL KAFI (QAFI) RASSOULI FOR MINES. BOTH ARE LONG- 
TERM (BUT RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL) EMPLOYEES OF THE MINISTRY, 
RAHIMI HAVING SERVED IN THE TECHNICAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT AND 
RASSOULI IN CEMENT PRODUCTION. 

4. COMMENT: DANESH HAS A GOOD EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND FOR 
HIS JOB BUT, LIKE MOST OF THE CABINET, NO EXPERIENCE IN 
MANAGEMENT. THUS, THE LACK OF TRAINED MANPOWER, MANAGERIAL 
AND TECHNICAL, WHICH PLAGUED THE DAOUD REGIME, MAY BE EVEN 
MORE ACUTELY FELT BY THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 
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